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This study examines low-temperature chemistry (LTC) enhancement by nanosecond dielectric barrier discharge
(ns-DBD) plasma on a dimethyl ether (DME)/oxygen (O,)/argon (Ar) premixture for deflagration-to-detonation
transition (DDT) in a microchannel. It is found that non-equilibrium plasma generates active species and kinetically
accelerates LTC of DME and DDT. In situ laser diagnostics and computational modeling examine the influence of the
ns-DBDs on the LTC of DME and DDT using formaldehyde (CH,0) laser-induced fluorescence (LIF) and high-speed
imaging. Firstly, high-speed imaging in combination with LIF is used to trace the presence of LTC throughout the
flame front propagation and DDT. Then, competition between plasma-enhanced LTC of ignition and reduced heat
release rate of combustion due to plasma-assisted partial fuel oxidation is studied with LIF. Observations of plasma-
enhanced LTC effects on DDT are interpreted with the aid of detailed kinetic simulations. The results show that an
appropriate number of ns-DBDs enhances LTC of DME and increases CH,O formation and low-temperature
ignition, accelerating DDT. Moreover, it is found that, with many ns-DBDs, CH,O concentration decreases,
indicating that excessive discharges may accelerate fuel oxidation in the premixture, reducing heat release and
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weakening shock—ignition coupling, inhibiting DDT.

I. Introduction

MPROVING the energy conversion efficiency of power gene-

ration through combustion is an important step in reducing car-
bon emissions. Existing gas turbine engines use a constant-pressure
Brayton cycle, which limits their thermal efficiency. Advanced
pressure-gain power generation using a constant-volume cycle, such
as a rotating detonation engine (RDE), has the potential to increase
efficiency by up to 30% [1]. However, detonation stability remains a big
challenge for airbreathing or lean-burn RDEs [2,3]. Plasma-assisted
combustion provides a great opportunity to accelerate deflagration-to-
detonation transition (DDT) as well as promises stronger shock—flame
coupling to increase detonation stability, which would ultimately make
such advanced engines feasible [4,5]. However, few studies have been
carried out to understand the effect of plasma-assisted combustion
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on DDT for use in applied engines, especially for fuels involving
low-temperature chemistry (LTC) [6-8].

Our recent studies have examined the influence of pulsed nano-
second discharges on the premixture and on the resultant DDT onset
time and distance through the use of high-speed imaging [9]. A high-
speed camera was used to trace the time histories of flame front
position and velocity and to identify the dynamics and onset of DDT.
The results showed that nanosecond discharge can nonlinearly affect
the onset time and distance of DDT. It was shown that a small number
of high-voltage pulses before ignition result in reduced DDT onset
time and distance by 60 and 40%, respectively, when compared to the
results without pre-excitation by nanosecond discharges. The results
also showed that an increase in the number of pulses results in an
extended DDT onset time and distance of 224 and 94%, respectively,
and excessive partial oxidation. Time history of the deflagration wave
speed of dimethyl ether (DME) and the analysis of ignition timescale
suggest that low-temperature ignition may play a role for DME near
the isobaric choking condition of the burned gas. These experiments
demonstrated the ability of non-equilibrium plasma to alter the
chemistry of DME/O, /Ar premixtures in order to control DDT for
applications in advanced propulsion engines. However, two ques-
tions remain. The first is whether the LTC of DME is indeed enhanced
by nanosecond discharge in DDT. The second is determining the
cause of the observed increase of DDT onset time with a large number
of high-voltage pulses, aside from the previously observed partial
fuel oxidation. To answer these two questions, in situ high-speed
measurements of formaldehyde, CH,O, a critical indicator of LTC of
DME oxidation, in plasma-assisted DDT processes with different
number of high-voltage nanosecond pulses are needed.

The goal of this study is to conduct in situ laser diagnostics and
computational modeling to examine the influence of the nanosecond
discharge on the LTC of DME and DDT. At first, experiments both
without and with a uniform nanosecond dielectric barrier discharge
(ns-DBD) plasma applied across a 1-mm-tall, 5-mm-wide, ~60-cm-
long combustion channel filled with DME /O, /Ar premixture at an
equivalence ratio near the lean limit (¢ = 0.7) are conducted. The
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coupled laser-induced fluorescence (LIF) and high-speed imaging
techniques are used to trace the CH,O species distributions tempo-
rally and spatially during deflagration. Then, the competition
between the plasma-enhanced kinetic effect on ignition and the
reduced heat release rate in the combustion wave front due to the
excessive partial fuel oxidation is studied experimentally and
numerically.

II. Experimental and Numerical Methods

The microscale channel for plasma-assisted DDT study used in
these experiments is a uniform ns-DBD plasma discharge applied
across a channel with 1 mm in height, 5 mm in width, and ~60 cm in
length filled with a dimethyl ether/oxygen/argon (0.132 DME/0.568
0,/0.3 Ar) mixture. The experimental setup is nearly identical to
that detailed in [9] with the exception that the channel width has been
increased from 4 to 5 mm to allow for laser access through the ends of
the channel. The channel is filled and vented through additional ports
ateither end. The channel construction and the experimental setup are
highlighted in Figs. 1a and 1b.

In the first series of experiments, the combustion experiments, a
single burst of 500 pulses with a pulse width of 200 ns is generated
by a DC high-voltage supply and pulser (Eagle Harbor, NSP-120-
20-N), controlled by a signal generator (Fig. 1c). Each nanosecond
pulse is 10 kV, 200 ns and the pulse rate within the singular burst is
10 kHz. This moderately high number of pulses is used to slightly
delay the DDT onset compared to a case with a smaller number of
pulses, and to extend the propagation region associated with the
fuel’s LTC as identified in [9]. In the second series of experiments,
the plasma experiments, a trigger initiates a sequence of 10 kV,
10 kHz, 200 ns pulses in bursts of varying quantities at a burst rate of
20 Hz (Fig. 1d).
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A. High-Speed Imaging

A Phantom v1610 high-speed complementary metal oxide semi-
conductor (CMOS) camera recording at 200 kHz is used to image the
chemiluminescence emitted from the propagating flame-front and
trace its position and velocity, as well as to locate the region of
interest. Figure 2 shows the characteristic positions (a) and velocity
profiles (b) for cases with and without plasma. Similar to the previous
work, [9], itis observed that plasma discharge accelerates DDT onset,
the point of which is highlighted in the figures. It seemingly does so
by leveraging the suspected LTC velocity spike. This and other
observations of the detonation onset process are discussed specifi-
cally to this experiment in [9], and more generally in [10]. As such,
they will not be repeated here. This region of this peak becomes our
region of interest for LIF experiments and the experimental LIF
moments are indicated on both plots. The timing and field of view
of the CMOS are then adjusted accordingly to capture the flame front
in this stage of propagation.

B. Laser-Induced Fluorescence

Formaldehyde generated by plasma-enhanced LTC of DME in the
experiments is excited by the third harmonic of an Nd:YAG at
355 nm. The beam enters the end of the channel, focused by a 3 m
lens, and runs the 600 mm length of the 1 X 5 mm cross-section
channel allowing for excitation throughout the entire length of the
channel. The beam energy is 2-3 mJ within the test section. An Andor
iStar intensified charge coupled device (ICCD) camera equipped
with two Semrock FFO1-CH20-25 filters captures the CH,O LIF
image. The intensifier gate is set to 20 ns.

In the plasma-enhanced LTC and DDT experiments, the LIF is
captured in the regions of interest identified through high-speed
imaging. These instants for LIF signals are indicated in Fig. 2. In
the plasma experiments, the ICCD camera captures the CH,O LIF
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Fig. 1 a) Cross section of plasma channel detailing construction. b) Schematic overview of experimental setup. ¢) Timing diagram for combustion
experiments. d) Timing diagram for experiments without combustion (an example case of the 5-pulse burst condition is shown).



Downloaded by Columbia University on September 5, 2023 | http://arc.aiaa.org | DOI: 10.2514/1.J062966

Article in Advance / VORENKAMP ET AL. 3

Flamefront Location as a Function of Time

40
O LIF Location Rd
35| e withplasma &
® no plasma . .."
T w
8 £
S z
- (%]
® o
4 S
0 . . . )
0 100 200 300 400
a) Time [us] b)

4000 [

3500 -

3000 -

2500

Flamefront Velocity as a Function of Time
DDT

N

O LIF Location
—=—with plasma
——no plasma
—— CJ-Detonation Velocity

P

Velocity spike
associated with LTC

L

50 100 150 200 250 300 350
Time [ps]

Fig. 2 High-speed imaging results yielding a) flame front propagation position and b) velocity highlight the relative LIF locations used in combustion

experiments.

image 5 us after the final pulse in each burst is discharged. The LIF

signal is acquired at rate of 20 Hz and is synchronized with each burst.

C. Numerical Methods
The calculation of the electric field in the discharge channel is

conducted by a multiscale adaptive reduced chemistry solver for

plasma-assisted combustion (MARC-PACS) [11-13]. The model
incorporates the 2D plasma solver PASSKEYy [14,15] and the adap-
tive simulation of unsteady reactive flow solver ASURF+ [16,17].
The drift—diffusion-reaction equations for plasma species, Helm-
holtz equations for photoionization, Poisson equation for electric
field, energy conservation equations for plasma discharge and elec-
trons, as well as unsteady, multicomponent, reactive, compressible
Navier—Stokes (N-S) equations are solved by time-splitting solution
methods. A detailed description for governing equations and numeri-
cal schemes can be found in [11,13]. In this work, the calculation is
simplified as a one-dimensional (1D) problem as it is assumed that
plasma discharge is uniform parallel to the discharge channel. The
discharge gap is 1 mm and the thickness of Kapton dielectric layer is
~0.089 mm. The relative dielectric constant of Kapton is 3.4. The
mesh size in the computation domain is 1 ym.

To understand CH,O production in the plasma-assisted
DME/O, /Ar discharge, the time evolutions of CH,0 and plasma-
assisted ignition are calculated by a zero-dimensional (0D) hybrid
ZDPlasKin-CHEMKIN model [18-20]. The model incorporates
the plasma kinetics solver ZDPlasKin [21] and the combustion
kinetics solver by CHEMKIN [22] by a time-splitting scheme. The
electron impact rate constants are calculated by the Boltzmann
equation solver BOLSIG+ [23], which incorporates in ZDPlasKin
[21]. A plasma-assisted DME/O,/Ar combustion kinetic model is
developed based on [24]. The model consists of a plasma kinetic
submodel and a combustion kinetic submodel. The plasma kinetic
submodel incorporates the reactions of electronically excited species
0,(a'A,), 05(b'Z]), 03, 0('D), O('S), Ar*, Ar,; ions CH;OCH5
05,07, Art, Arf, O, O3, Op; and electron. The vibrationally
excited species CH;OCH;(v = 1-5) and O, (v = 1-4) are consid-
ered to provide gas heating by fast vibrational-translational relaxa-
tion. A DME combustion mechanism validated recently at high
pressures from Wang et al. [25] is used for the combustion submodel.

The experimentally measured voltage waveform is used as input for
numerical modeling. The calculation for plasma discharge is con-
ducted at atmospheric pressure and an initial temperature of 293 K.
The detailed kinetic mechanisms can be found in Supplementary
Materials.

D. Electric-Field-Induced Second Harmonic Generation
Electric-field-induced second harmonic generation (E-FISH) is

conducted within the channel in order to characterize the electric

field strength of the plasma ahead of breakdown for comparison with

for— E-FISH region

Fig. 3 Schematic diagram showing top-down view of femtosecond (fs)
beam entering the cell for E-FISH.

the model. The details of E-FISH techniques are substantially doc-
umented and will not be covered here [26,27]. To probe the electric
field in a microchannel plasma, which is immediately adjacent to the
two quartz windows, a 1 kHz, 785 nm, femtosecond (fs) laser is
chirped to 1 ps with a grating stretcher to prevent higher-order mixing
and white light generation in windows near the beam focal point. To
effectively distance the focal point from the windows, the beam enters
the channel at 5°; this geometry is shown in Fig. 3. The incident beam
is 625 puJ, with ~268 uJ entering the plasma region.

III. Results and Analysis

In the experimental study, a fixed quantity of discharge pulses,
500, is applied before ignition to observe the plasma enhancement of
LTC via CH,0 measurements. The CH,O formation in the region
associated with plasma-enhanced DME low-temperature oxidation is
examined, and the characteristic resultant images are shown in Fig. 4.
In Fig. 4a, a case without plasma discharge, we see strong chemilu-
minescence in the flame zone and only a weak CH, O LIF signal near
the flame front in this region. This is reasonable because, near the
flame front, CH,O is formed as an intermediate species in the
preheating zone via CH;0 + OH/O reactions. In Fig. 4b, with
plasma, we instead see a very strong CH,O LIF signal in a broad
plasma region ahead of the flame front spanning nearly 2 cm. This
region of the flow is a shock precompression zone, suggesting that
there is a coupling between plasma-enhanced LTC and the shock
preheating [10]. The observed CH,O concentration increase via
reaction (1) is a clear indication of plasma-enhanced LTC [28,29]
and its impact on the process of low-temperature fuel oxidation.
Therefore, the present experiments not only show that a nanosecond
discharge can accelerate LTC of DME in a microchannel but also
accelerates the detonation transition via the coupling of shock com-
pression and plasma-enhanced LTC.

CH,0CH,0,H = 2CH,0 + OH )

Figure 5 shows the electric field in the discharge gap by both
E-FISH measurements and 1D numerical modeling. The time evo-
lution of electric field is obtained at the center of the discharge gap.
The numerical modeling agrees with the E-FISH measurements
during the voltage rise and in the maximum electric field strength.
However, in the model prediction, the breakdown occurs much more
quickly than in the experimental E-FISH measurement. In numerical
modeling, the sheath formation near the electrode inhibits the energy
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Fig. 4 Chemiluminescence and corresponding CH,O LIF images for combustion experiments for cases both a) without and b) with plasma applied
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Fig.5 E-FISH measurement in cell showing field strength from applied
plasma with numerical modeling results.

coupling to the discharge channel after breakdown. Therefore, the
electric field in the center of the discharge gap is reduced. The kink
(the lower electric field peaks after the first one) of the electric field
during the breakdown caused during the rapid sheath motion to its
quasi-steady-state location near the wall [30]. The difference between
experiment and modeling may be caused by the alignment of the
laser. Likely, the laser is off center in this narrow channel and is
measuring the field within the sheath.

To understand the effects of plasma pulses on the acceleration of
detonation transition and CH,O formation, the time evolutions of
electrons, excited species, and radicals in a nanosecond discharge
pulse by 0D modeling are presented in Fig. 6. The calculation is
conducted with a constant temperature of 293 K due to the minor
temperature change in the experiment. The gray region indicates the
200 ns discharge, and the white region indicates the afterglow stage.
In the discharge region, the electrons increase first due to electron
impact ionization. The electronically excited O('D), O%, and Ar*

102

Mole Fraction (ppm)

S | | A W —
108 107 10°® 10 10
Time (s)

Fig. 6 Time evolutions of electronically excited species, radicals, and
electrons in a discharge pulse and afterglow stage.

concentrations increase by electron impact reactions (2—4). The
quenching reaction of Ar* (5) also promotes the production of O('D).

e+0,—-e+0+0(D) 2)
e+0,->e+0} 3)

e+ Ar —» e + Ar* 4)

Ar* 4+ 0, - Ar+ 0 + O('D) (5)

Figure 6 shows that the radicals O and CH3;0O have the highest
concentration in the discharge. O is primarily produced by electron
impact dissociation reactions (2) and (6) as well as quenching of
O('D) through reaction (7). The DME dissociation by O(' D), O and
electrons, contributes to CH;0 and other radical production via
reactions (8—11) at room temperature. The radicals produced by
plasma further accelerate the fuel oxidation through LTC RO, (R is
the fuel radical) chain-branching and chain-propagation reactions
[28,29], which will be discussed later.

e+0,5e+0+0 (6)
O('D) + 0, = 0 + 0,(b'E) ©)
O('D) + CH;0CH; — CH,0H + CH;0 8)
0('D) + CH;0CH; — CH;0 + CH;0 )
0% + CH;0CH; — O, + CH;0 + CH, (10)
e + CH;0CH; — e + CH;0 + CH; (11)

It is noted that the concentrations of electrons and electronically
excited species decrease after 40 ns, which is still in the discharge
region. This is due to the sheath shielding after the occurrence of
breakdown. This results in the termination of ionization and energy
deposition to the plasma, which is also observed in modeling results
of electric field strength in Fig. 5. Therefore, the production of
electrons and electronically excited species is terminated. It is seen
that the CH, O concentration increases in the afterglow stage. This is
due to the CH,OH generated by plasma further accelerating the
CH,O production during the discharge pulses.

Figure 7 shows that the ignition delay time comparison as a
function of temperature between autoignition without plasma dis-
charge and plasma-assisted ignition with 500 prepulses by 0D mod-
eling. The two-stage ignition is observed at the autoignition case
below 860 K. The ignition delay time is defined as the time interval
between the starting point and the maximum rate of temperature rise
of the first-stage and second-stage ignitions. The negative temper-
ature coefficient (NTC) region at which the ignition delay time
increases with temperature is also observed due to competition
between chain-branching and chain-termination reactions in LTC.
With 500 prepulses, it is clear to see that the ignition delay time
decreases significantly at both first- and second-stage ignitions. The
NTC region disappears compared to autoignition. This is due to the
chemically active species, such as electrons, electronically excited
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Fig. 7 Ignition delay comparison of autoignition and plasma-assisted
ignition with 500 prepulses.

0('D), O%, and Ar*, as well as radicals, generated by plasma accel-
erating the fuel oxidation at low temperatures. Figure 7 shows that the
first-stage ignition still exists above 860 K in plasma-assisted igni-
tion. This rapid temperature rise is caused by fast heat release from
the reactions of the radicals produced by plasma.

To address the enhancement of plasma on LTC, the reaction rate of
CH,0CH,0,H = 2CH,0 + OH and temperature of autoignition
and plasma-assisted ignition with 500 prepulses are compared with
an initial temperature of 600 K, as shown in Fig. 8. The results clearly
show that the rate of reaction (1) is several orders of magnitude higher
with 500 plasma prepulses compared with autoignition at 600 K,
indicating the acceleration of LTC by plasma. Due to the efficient
production of O through electron impact dissociation on O, via
reactions (2) and (6), the CH;0CH, and OH are formed by
the H-abstraction reaction (12). The OH production further acceler-
ates DME consumption and CH;OCH, production by reaction (13).
CH;0CH,O0, is produced by an addition reaction (14) of CH;OCH,
and O,. The isomerization of CH; OCH, O, produces CH,OCH,0,H
through reaction (15). Then, the decomposition of CH,OCH,0,H
contributes to the production of CH,O and OH viareaction (1). Atthe
same time, the CH,OCH,O,H can also produce peroxy hydroper-
oxyl alkyl radical O,CH, OCH,0O,H by an addition reaction with O,
(16). The O,CH, OCH, O, H promotes the OH production by decom-
position via reactions (17) and (18).

CH;0CH; 4+ OH = CH;0CH, + H,O (13)
1072 , 2000
—R ion rate - autoignition '
- Reaction rate - w/ 500 pre-pulses |
< T - autoignition '
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Fig. 8 Comparison of reaction rate t of CH,OCH,0,H = 2CH,0 +
OH and temperature of autoignition and plasma-assisted ignition with
500 prepulses at 600 K.

CH;0CH, + 0, = CH;0CH,0, (14)
CH,0CH,0, = CH,0CH,0,H (15)
CH,0CH,0,H + 0, = 0,CH,0CH,0,H (16)
0,CH,0CH,0,H = HO,CH,0CHO + OH (17)
HO,CH,0OCHO = OCH,OCHO + OH (18)

From the above discussion, we can conclude that plasma can
significantly accelerate the DME low-temperature oxidation and
enhance ignition and ignition—shock coupling. This ignition enhance-
ment further accelerates the detonation transition, as shown in Fig. 2.

To address the question of the delayed DDT onset with a large
number of plasma pulses, now knowing that the plasma enhances the
LTC, further experimentation and numerical simulation are carried
out. Single bursts of 10, 50, and 100 ns-DBD pulses (pulse width
200 ns, peak voltage 10 kV, pulse repetition rate 10 kHz) are applied
at 20 Hz across the detonation channel. Each burst is in synchroniza-
tion with the Nd: YAG laser. With each discharge, CH,O is generated
in the channel and is observed with LIF. The resulting formaldehyde
LIF signal intensity and simulated mole fractions as a function of time
for each of the different burst conditions are plotted in Fig. 9. The heat
loss coefficient is considered in the calculation due to temperature
rise with different discharge pulses burst. From the LIF intensity, we
observe that the CH,O concentration increases before 0.7 s, regard-
less of the burst size and, hence, total premixture preparation time. It
is also shown that the number of discharges per burst affects the peak
CH,O concentration. Figure 9 shows that the peak formaldehyde
concentration grows with burst size. This increase is associated with
the increase of the total discharge energy spent for the mixture
excitation. The 10-times increase in energy from 10 to 100 pulses
per burst leads to 5-times increase in peak formaldehyde LIF intensity
due to the increase of radical production rate. After ~1 s, the LIF
intensity at the 50- and 100-pulse burst decreases with more dis-
charge pulses applied. This is because the partial fuel oxidation leads
to the decrease of CH,O production and the increase of CH,O
consumption by OH and O after the fuel is used up, which will be
discussed later. Compared with the LIF measurement, the numerical
modeling by including wall heat loss in Fig. 9 shows the same
tendency with different plasma bursts. However, the model fails to
predict the timing of peak CH, O concentration with 50-pulse burst as
well as the decreasing of CH,O. This may be for two reasons. First,
the prediction of heat loss in the present 0D model may cause the
deviation from the experiment. Second, the reactions between elec-
trons and intermediate species such as CH;OCH, and CH,OH not

7 20 -
. l —10 pulses - exp
6 50 pulses - exp
. ~———100 pulses - exp
| -==-10 pulses - sim
- 54 50 pulses -sim | 3000 'E
: T - i
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Fig.9 Time evolutions of CH,O LIF intensity by experiment and mole
fraction by numerical modeling with different ns-DBD pulses at a fixed
burst period and rate. (The CH,0 mole fraction by numerical modeling
is plotted every 50 ms, which is consistent with the LIF measurement.)
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Fig.10 Production and consumption pathways of CH, O with a) 10-pulse
(red) and b) 100-pulse burst (green). All percentages do not sum to 100 %, as
some reactions add small quantities. The percentages indicate the contri-
butions accounting for the total CH20 production and consumption.

considered in the present plasma model also contribute to CH,O
production.

To understand the production and consumption pathways of CH,O
with different plasma bursts, the path flux analysis with different
pulse-bursts is conducted by numerical modeling, as shown in
Fig. 10. Figure 9 shows that the mole faction of CH, O increases with
more discharge pulses when the pulse-burst is 10. This is because the
DME is partially oxidized in the plasma discharge with fewer pulse
numbers. The consumption of CH,O is less than the production path
flux. The electronically excited O('D) and O% as well as electrons
contribute to the production of CH, OH and CH;O through reactions
(8-11). At the 10-pulse burst condition, CH, OH is the major species
accelerating the CH, O production via reaction (19). The production
of CH;0 also contributes to CH,O production via reactions (20) and
(21). However, the consumption of CH,O by CH;O through reaction
(22) plays a more dominant role compared with the production
pathways (20) and (21).

CH,OH + 0, = CH,0 + HO, (19)
CH;0 + O = CH,0 + OH (20)
CH;0 + 0, = CH,0 + HO, @1
CH,0 + CH;0 = HCO + CH;OH 22)

With the increase of pulse burst (above 50-pulse burst), Fig. 9 shows
that the CH, O mole faction firstly increases and then decreases with
more pulses. With 100-pulse burst 43% of CH, O is consumed by the
reactions with OH and O though reactions (23) and (24), as shown in
Fig. 10.

CH,O + OH = HCO + H,0 (23)
CH,O + O = HCO + OH (24)

After the fuel is used up, CH,O is gradually consumed by OH and O
with more discharge pulses. This leads to the reduction of heat release
and therefore the delay of DDT.

IV. Conclusions

Plasma-enhanced LTC effect on DDT in a microchannel with ns-
DBD experiments has been carried out at atmospheric pressure in a
fuel-lean DME/O, / Ar mixture. The results show that transversal ns-
DBD can chemically sensitize the LTC of the mixture. Formaldehyde
produced via plasma-enhanced LTC is most concentrated in the
region immediately ahead of the propagating flame front. The
plasma-enhanced LTC together with adiabatic compression waves
enhances the coupling between ignition and shock wave and thus
leads to faster DDT. The present study not only demonstrates the
ability of ns-DBD plasma to accelerate the LTC of DME in a micro-
channel, but also demonstrates that the enhanced LTC is coupled with

the shock compression. It is this coupling that can then be used to
control DDT development and onset of the detonation spatially and
temporally. This is the first example of measured CH,O distribution
to demonstrate plasma-assisted DDT via kinetic enhancement
of LTC.

In addition to demonstrating that the enhanced LTC can be used to
control detonation onset, additional insight into how the DDT affected
by ns-DBD is gained through examination of the formaldehyde con-
centration growth and decay over time with consistent bursts of the
discharge. The competition between the kinetic enhancement of igni-
tion and the reduction of heat release rate is observed for different pulse
conditions, and a consistent optimal cumulative pulse count is
observed. The observed disparity in peak concentrations suggests that
there is an optimal timing for pre-ignition discharges to best leverage
the LTC enhancement to accelerate DDT and the detonation onset.

The simulated time evolutions of species show that the electroni-
cally excited species (O('D), O3 and Ar*) and electrons generated in
the plasma discharge promote the radical and CH,O production. The
results show that the ignition delay time is significantly shortened and
NTC region disappears with 500 plasma prepulses by accelerating
the low-temperature fuel oxidation. The O radicals produced by
plasma promote the production of OH and CH;0CH,, which
further accelerates the CH,O and OH production via CH;0CH, +
0, — CH;0CH,0, —» CH,0CH,0,H - 2CH,0 + OH. Mean-
while, the production of CH,OCH,O,H also promotes the production
of OH and therefore DME oxidation via CH,OCH,O,H + O, — O,
CH,0CH,0,H —» HO,CH,OCHO + OH — OCH,O0CHO + 20H.
This further accelerates the DDT. The CH,O concentration with
different plasma burst shows that CH,O is consumed by OH and O
radicals after the DME is used up. This indicates that the delay of
deflagration to detonation is caused by the heat release reduction from
fuel oxidation with more discharge pulses.

Together, the present work demonstrates that 1) the LTC of DME is
enhanced through the application of ns-DBDs, 2) the plasma kinetic
enhancement is coupled with the shock compression and preheating
generated by the accelerating flame front, and 3) the extent of that
enhancement can be controlled by optimizing the balance of radicals
and stable intermediates generation and consumption by means of
patterned ns-DBD application. The ability to control DDT with
plasmas is promising for the development of detonation engines
and opens the opportunity to demonstrate further improvement in
lean burn flame stability, low-temperature fuel oxidation and process-
ing, as well as emission reduction.
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